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Truck and Trailer Roll Aways

We have recently experienced a truck and trailer
roll away although very luckily there were no
injuries or damages caused.

Opposite are two links to HSE articles which
relate to fines applied to two companies which
also had roll aways resulting in life changing
injuries to the two employees concerned.

Quotation from the January article —

“HSE’s investigation revealed that the company
had failed to assess the risks associated with
parking on uneven or sloping ground and, as a
result, had not identified and implemented
practicable controls or safeguards such as the
use of wheel chocks and audible handbrake
alarm”.

When considering risk and control to avoid
vehicle roll away, we already know the
importance of applying trailer park brakes
and the use of an audible hand brake alarm
within the tractor unit.

However, it is equally important not to
overlook slopes and gradients in yards and
trailer parks.
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Truck and Trailer Roll Away

What Happened:

Whilst collecting a loaded trailer from the trailer park, the driver realises the Trailer
Park Brake is still ON.

Driver has jumped out of cab and not applied unit Handbrake.

On releasing the Trailer Park Brake the Truck and Trailer have started to move.

Driver has run back to his cab, round the front of the unit, to apply handbrake.

There were no injuries.

Findings:

- The vehicle handbrake automatically applies when engine is switched off

= Vehicle was fitted with audible alarm which operates if handbrake is off and door is
opened.

« Driver has not acted on the audible handbrake alarm.

Recommendations: Drivers and hauliers should:

« When purchasing new tractor units, it is recommended to specify a unique sounding
and suitably loud handbrake alarm

- Remind all drivers that when any audible alarm is sounding they must check the
cause before exiting the cab

+ Brief drivers on the incident and importance of taking 2 minutes to review situation
before reacting and breaking their routine

= On releasing the Trailer Park Brake ‘PAUSE’ check for any unexpected movement, if
movement observed RE-APPLY the Trailer Park Brake.
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Transhipping/Co-loading

May we remind all Hauliers, it is strictly
forbidden to Tranship any product without the
express permission of P&O and the
Customer.

Co-loading is also strictly forbidden. The
above picture is an example of other
products being loaded onto our customers
product.

Penalties will be applied if any transhipping
or co-loading is identified.




